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SOFTWARE

Pixelmator
A do be . | typically use Pixelmator

PhOtOShOP Classic to edit thumbnails. It's a

* photo editing app available on

Adobe Photoshop is a subscription- the Mac App Store for only $30
based service, so you will end up . It's a simpler and cheaper
paying more for it over time than alternative to Adobe
Pixelmator. If you are a student, you Photoshop, but it has all the
have access to discounted or free tools you need to create great
Adobe subscriptions. You have looking thumbnails. There’s a
more flexibility working in Pixelmator Pro version that's
Photoshop than Pixelmator, but $40 and has some more
thumbnail editing isn't too much advanced tools.

heavy lifting.

All the Eﬂ = Can‘va
techniques :

discussed in Even the free version of Canva
this ebook has a ton of great thumbnail
can be VIR = Q& ideas. You'll be the most limited
applied in 0 - in terms of editing ability, but
any of these A S ¢ it's relatively easy to use and
platforms. L s | free.

Your canvas dimensions should Even for more advanced

be 1280x720 for a YouTube creators, you can search the
thumbnail and the final file "thumbnail" templates on
should be under 2 MB. Canva for inspiration.
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https://apps.apple.com/us/app/pixelmator-classic/id407963104?mt=12
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/pixelmator-classic/id407963104?mt=12
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/pixelmator-pro/id1289583905?mt=12

THINKING
ABOUT

thumbnazils

One important concept to understand in thumbnail creations is that your
thumbnail doesn’t have to convey the whole video concept or even
summarize it. Instead, think about your title and thumbnail as a team that
works in tandem with each other. The title is descriptive, and the thumbnail
is some element of the video that will make a viewer click on it.

Think about each of these examples in terms of the thumbnail alone, and
consider how the thumbnail alone does not represent the video's topic.

5 Jessica

i
How many people does it take to
form a cult? Can a cult be just

wo people?
= ‘s = - -3
3 T e X
IR e - - ( > S
Human Extinction
° Former Cult Member Answers Cult Jau Why South Africa is still so seqregated
zl]l;sEt;o;s From Twitter | Tech... el 12M views - 6 years ago
) 5.7M views * 6 months ago cc
1.7M views * 3 weeks ago

The title and thumbnail can also work together to piece together one
full idea, referencing each other.

7:09

. ) Why so many new buildings This Is Not Yellow
Press This Button To Win are covered in rectangles

$100,000! . 21M views - 9 years ago
1.5M views + 2 weeks ago cc

133M views - 11 months ago cC
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DESIGN

colors

$100IFYOU % —
CANMISS |

s __/

- e :
& LrogoTo " (7p
! 21:19

Automatic pool stick vs.
strangers

16M views + 8 months ago

How We Take Care of Baby
Penguins At The Aquarium

145K views + 8 months ago
cc

Snoop Dogg & Martha
Stewart Take BuzzFeed's...

27K views + 2 weeks ago
cc

- % ‘ -

4

Using bright colors helps grab a
viewer’s attention. One way of doing
this is creating a filled box layer and
making it semi-transparent, so you can
show the actual photo’s background
while still incorporating color.

1.Use a magnetic selection tool to
cut out the main subject and
duplicate it.

2.Create a filled box in the color of
your choice and layer it in between
the original image and the new cut-
out.

3.Change the opacity of the color
box layer as desired.

You can also add a Gaussian blur
effect to the background layer,
drawing even more attention to the
cut-out. If you're not sure what color to
use for the background, try using
colors on the opposite side of the color
wheel from a main color in the original
photo.
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DESIGN
Lext

A few words in large, visible font can be a good addition to a

thumbnail. Watch out for the lower right side of the thumbnail, where

the timecode can obscure text. When in doubt, put all text on the left

side.

TIMECODE COVERS TEXT TEXT IS ALIGNED LEFT

. " " .ll.‘,s "
NEWTON CHANGED THE | 18:40

ABORTION LAW
The Discovery That

T f d Pi [ Why Texas's Unconstitutional
L 7% Abortion Law Can't Be Found...

The Daily Show with Trevor N
cec oah

361K views * 4 days ago

6.4M views + 7 months ago °

If the background image is obscuring the text, try adding a color
outline to the outside of the text, or laying text over a color-filled
shape, to separate it visually from the background.

USC-Cal football game
postponed due to COVID

| EUROPE

I mtgrant crisis

USC-Cal football game
postponed due to COVID |...

Annenberg Media
82 views * Streamed 4 hours ago

Is Belarus using migrants to
put pressure on the EU? |...

12K views + 13 hours ago

REELANCE YOUTUBE EDITO!
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Don’t be afraid to
use color in your
text! White text is
most common,
but you can
emphasize
certain words by
changing the
font to a bright
color like
highlighter
yellow.

4

ik

EXCLUSIVE:
INSIDE THE

SECRETIVE:
CHIP GIANT TSMC

Secretive Giant TSMC's $100
Billion Plan To Fix The Chip...
1.8M views * 3 weeks ago

cc

Bollywood Inspired Diwali
Fashion Challenge |...

150K views * 1 week ago

'Inside North Kivu

Kivu: Inside one of the
World's Most Dangerous...

785 views * 2 weeks ago

You can download new
fonts for free online, and
there are lists of popular

thumbnail fonts available

online. | tend to stick to
sans-serif fonts for
readability and to put my

thumbnail text in all-caps.

DIN CONDENSED
AVENIR NEXT
BEBAS

IMPACT

If your video involves money in some way, a price tends to be what
creators put on the thumbnail. Not only are people interested in
money, but it helps name the stakes and differentiate your video.

$11 Steak Vs. $306 Steak

40M views « 5 years ago
cc

The 2 Dollar Bento Box | But
Cheaper

831K views - 2 days ago

S100IFYOU T
CANMISS |

g _progoT (E)
i 21:19

Automatic pool stick vs.
strangers

16M views * 8 months ago
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DESIGN

Well-lit faces, especially with emotive expressions, often make
good thumbnails.

HOT ONES S4 - E12

POLICE DROVE INTO MY R - JUST IN: Manchin Del?vers
LIVING ROOM! (FREAKOUT) Ty Remarks On His Position O...

While Eating Spicy Wings |... Foibos Braskang Naws /@

17M views - 2 years ago 22M views - 4 years ago 242K views - 8 hours ago

Many thumbnail creators use emojis ) AN
and PNG icons to fill in empty space. , K- 2 ORNING
Feel free to combine layering, varied | @R ROUTINE

opacity color boxes, and outlining as
you add new elements. £} ROUTINE (no, thats not a..

Clancy Burke
5M views + 2 years ago

MY 2 A.M. MORNING

R

It's never too early to start thinking about your thumbnail, but you definitely
should think about it while you're shooting. While recording your video, you can
take a moment and pose for your thumbnail. No need to deal with a photo
timer, because you can screenshot that moment or any other good frames from
the video (either on your computer or in Premiere) and bring it into your
thumbnail editing software.

If you get stuck on what to make in your thumbnail, search your video topic on
YouTube. See what popular related videos are using to get people to click.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R8uXtslml9gAaivprQmiApGeuAU3wLZF6as9lvG4qio/edit
https://smallbusiness.chron.com/grab-screenshots-adobe-premiere-49250.html

DESIGN
features

Many thumbnails outline various layers in
white or other colors. Here are the steps | take
in Pixelmator to create these outlines:

1.Use a magnetic selection tool to cut out

. . . . We Tried Gordon Ramsay's
the main subject and duplicate it. AirFryer Steak
2.If the outline of the new cutout is not 147K views - 5 months ago

already selected, click on the new cutout e

and, from the menu bar, select “Edit >
Load Selection.”
3.From the menu bar, click “Edit > Refine

Selection.”

4.Adjust the shape roundness to round out
the edges. This is a key step because it DwayneihelRoa otneon
keeps your outline from looking jagged. Calls Gal Gadot a "BADASS"..
Click “OK.”

5.Now that your cutout is selected with
rounded edges, you need to delete the
rough edges. Invert the selection by
clicking “Edit > Invert Selection.” Then
press the delete key, or “Edit > Clear.”

6.Now that you have a cutout with rounded

Dunkin vs. Krispy Kreme

edges, go to “Styles” in the window’s top Taste Test [ Ebod|Fends
menu. You can adjust the outline’s stroke 1.6M views + 2 months ago
width, color, and more from this menu. S
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DESIGN
branding

It's common in news organizations, and within video series, to
establish a regular style so viewers can recognize your thumbnails
when they see them. News organizations tend to use a small logo in

the corner without stylized elements like text, emojis and color.

R

CNN uses a large,

Covid-19 vaccine or her CNN witnesses 9-year-old SCOTUS debates Texas Manchin: Holding bill

. 4 . .
mariage: the impossible.. being sold for marriageto 5. abortion ban hostage is not going to get... d | St INC tiv e I (@] g O Wi t h
SOK views - 1 hour ago 49K views - 2 hours ago 16K views - 3 hours ago 146K views - 8 hours ago

cc

a matching color
band around the
edge.

2,300 NYC firefighters call Toobin: This is the most Biden: This is an existential How the 'Venice of Africa’is
out sick as vaccine mandat... important question a justice..  threat to human existence a... impacted by climate change

95K views - & hours age 116K views - 9 hours age 48K views - 10 hours age 17K views « 11 hours ago

NBC News placed their
logo in the lower left I==iaa—E
corner of the thumbnail, =5mmiss™ D005 WEIETT O SR
with the logo taking up ! i ‘

about 1/3 of the height |« ”rm

ightly News Full Broadcast-  American Airlines Says It's Inside Austin's Massive

Of t h e i m a e Biden Faces Challenge ToHis  DeSantis Pushes For Biden Urges Action At UN T
g . Social And Climate Spendin..  Standardized Testing... Climate Summit Welgh In On New Texas...
Do BRI 639 views - 2 hours ago 900 views + 2 hours ago 1.3K views - 3 hours ago

Notice how all these
: W/ B S logos are avoiding the
i w sl i e N s e N o i ity .
lower-right corner,

/m = A B where the timecode is
- wiR &

.
displayed.

‘Orwell Is Looking Down From Biden: Americans Are 'Finally’ Richard Blumenthal Speaks Schumer Files Cloture On

Heaven And Smiling": Ted... Seeing A Sense Of Urgency... ‘About Need To Ensure Rich... John Lewis Voting Rights...

18K views * 2 hours ago 1.2K views » 2 hours ago 532 views * 2 hours ago 1.4K views * 2 hours ago
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DESIGN
branding

£

You can organize video series
into playlists for consistent
branding.

Here, we see USC Annenberg
Media's ATVN playlist.  * &
However, one of the text
boxes is improperly placed.
Can you identify which one?

o

& ) 2
b B o
e Ecien
£ 52:19
GECAST LIl

Vergecast Live at On The MacBook Pro with M1 Pro Google Pixel 6 and 6 Pro AirPods 3 review: new shape,
Verge 2021 and M1 Max review: laptop ... review: flagships found new fit

25K views * 16 hours ago 566K views « 3 days ago 327K views - 4 days age 276K views - 5 days ago

cc cc

M

| ey

e A WINDDWS 11 ANDRUID 1535

The DJI Action 2 is like a MacBook Pro with M1 Pro Android apps running on Google Pixel 6 eventin 12
modemn GoPro Session with... and M1 Max impressions Windows 11 minutes
67K views - 5 days ago 651K views + 1 week ago 145K views + 1 week ago GEIK views « 1 week ago

cc cc

UsC-Ca

= College
§ frustrated over USC...

Annenberg Media

Even

| football game

postponed due to COVI...

Annenberg Media

Attendee at Travis Scott’s
Concert ‘Astroworld'...

Annenberg Media

students

University drops in-
# person public forum,...

Annenberg Media

Greek life stays under
continued scrutiny |...

j Annenberg Media

if all the

thumbnails don’t

have

the same

structure, you can
adopt consistent

fonts

and colors

to make your
thumbnails look
cohesive on a

page.

.
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YOUTUBE TIPS

CC

Closed captions (CC) are often overlooked on YouTube, but very
important for accessibility. Not only do Deaf and hard-of-hearing users
use CC, but hearing people who are watching YouTube in noisy
environments where they can’t use sound. The text in your captions
also help Search Engine Optimization (SEO), or the ability for people
searching for relevant terms to find your video.

YouTube generates automatic captions, but they don't include
punctuation or correct spelling of uncommon names. If there’s lots of
background noise in your video, the CC can be even less accurate.

Fortunately, the automatic captions make it quick to edit and you don't
need to write the CC from scratch. After 24-48 hours of your video
being uploaded, go to Captions on the left side of the video’s settings in
YouTube Studio. Click the “Duplicate and Edit” button on the automatic
captions file and make edits to the text and timings as needed. Publish
when done.

For over 30 years, West Hollywood has
been known to be a safe and open space
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YOUTUBE TIPS

Impressions
clr

One relevant statistic to the success of your thumbnail is what's called
the Impressions Click-Through Rate.

In YouTube Studio, select a video. Click Analytics on the left panel and
Reach on the top menu bar. The Impressions Click-Through Rate will
show you how often people are clicking on your video when they see it
as an impression (impression = whenever your video thumbnail was
shown to a viewer on YouTube). The thumbnail’s function is to entice
people to click on your video, so a higher click-through rate means your
thumbnail is serving its function better.

Video analytics ADVANCED MODE

Impressions and how they led to watch time
Data available Oct 20, 2021 - Jan 27, 2022 (100 days)

Oct 20, 2021 Jan 21
Reach Engagement Audience Since published

8, 2022

Impressions click-thraugh rate

8.9%

Watch time from impressions
8.57

SEE MORE
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CONTACT
the author

Rachel Kisela is a freelance social
media video editor and graduate
student at the USC Annenberg
School for Communication and
Journalism. She manages the
YouTube channel for USC's
student-run newsroom and creates
videos and thumbnails for social
media influencers centered around
female empowerment like The
Bunny Barbie (1.9M followers) and
Brittani Lancaster (900K followers).
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